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I. Basis and Purpose 
This statement explains amendments to the Colorado Secretary of State Election Rules. The 
amendments are intended to ensure uniform and proper administration, implementation, and 
enforcement of Federal and Colorado election laws,1 improve elections administration in 
Colorado, and increase the transparency and security of the election process.   

• Amendments to Rules 2.10.1 and 17.2.10 implement changes due to HB 19-1266.   
 
II. Rulemaking Authority 
The constitutional and statutory authority is as follows: 

• Section 1-1-107(2)(a), C.R.S., (2018), which authorizes the Secretary of State “[t]o 
promulgate, publish and distribute…such rules as the secretary finds necessary for the 
proper administration and enforcement of the election laws.” 

• Section 1-1-109(3), C.R.S., (2018), which authorizes the Secretary of State to promulgate 
rules “as may be necessary to administer and enforce any requirement of this section, 
including any rules necessary to specify what constitutes approved and acceptable forms 
certified for use by eligible voters, campaigns, and voter registration drives and 
acceptance by election officials and any rules necessary to establish uniformity regarding 
the use of forms.”  

• Section 1-1.5-104(1)(e), C.R.S., (2018), which gives the Secretary of State the power to 
“[p]romulgate rules…as the secretary finds necessary for the proper administration, 
implementation, and enforcement of HAVA.” 
 

 

                                                      
1 Article VII of the Colorado Constitution, Title 1 of the Colorado Revised Statutes, and the Help America Vote Act 
of 2002 (“HAVA”), P.L. No. 107-252.  
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Amended Rules: 2.10.1 and 17.2.10    
 
In accordance with Colorado election law,1 the Secretary of State finds that certain amendments 
to the existing election rules must be adopted on a temporary basis and effective July 1, 2019 to 
ensure the uniform and proper administration and enforcement of Colorado election laws.  
 
Temporary adoption is necessary both to comply with law and to preserve the public welfare 
given House Bill 19-1266, concerning the voting rights of persons serving a sentence of parole, 
takes effect July 1, 2019. The Secretary of State must adopt rules to provide clear guidance to the 
county clerks and the general public.  
 
For these reasons, and in accordance with the State Administrative Procedure Act, the Secretary 
of State finds that temporary adoption of the amendments to existing election rules is 
imperatively necessary to comply with state and federal law and to promote public interests.2 

                                                      
1 Sections 1-1-107 (1) (c), 1-1-107(2) (a), 1-7.4-104, C.R.S. (2018).  
2 Section 24-4-103(3) (6), C.R.S. (2018). 
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