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C.tarado Secretary at State

Be it Enacted by the People of/he Stale ofColorado:

SECTION 1. In Colorado Revised Statutes, add 34-60-131 as follows:

34-60-131. Mitigation of adverse oil and gas impacts to health and safety — buffer zones —

legislative declaration - definitions. (I) TIlE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO FIND AND

DECLARE THAT:

(a) PROXIMITY TO OIL AND GAS DEVELOPMENT, INCLUDING TI IE USE OF HYDRAULIC

FRACTURING, HAS DETRIMENTAL IMPACTS ON PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, WELFARE, AND THE

ENVIRONMENT;

(b) SUCH IMPACTS ARE REDUCED BY LOCATING OIL AND GAS OPERATIONS AWAY FROM

OCCUPIED STRUCTURES AND VULNERABLE AREAS; AND

(c) To PRESERVE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, WELFARE, AND THE ENVIRONMENT, THE PEOPLE

DESIRE TO ESTABLISH A BUFFER ZONE REQUIRING ALL NEW OIL AND GAS DEVELOPMENT IN THE

STATE OF COLORADO TO BE LOCATED AN INCREASED DISTANCE AWAY FROM OCCUPIED

STRUCTURES, INCLUDING HOMES, SC[IOOLS AND I IOSPITALS, AS WELL AS VULNERABLE AREAS.

(2) AS USED IN Tills SECTION, UNLESS THE CONTEXT OTHERWISE REQUIRES:

(a) “OCCUPIED STRUCTURE” MEANS ANY BUILDING OR STRUCTURE THAT REQUIRES A

CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY OR BUILDING OR STRUCTURE INTENDED FOR IIUMAN OCCUPANCY,

INCLUDING HOMES, SCHOOLS, AND HOSPITALS.

(b) “OIL AND GAS DEVELOPMENT” MEANS EXPLORATION FOR, AND DRILLING, PRODUCTION,

AND PROCESSING OF, OIL, GAS, OR OTHER GASEOUS AND LIQUID 1-IYDROCARBONS, AND FLOWLINES

AND TI IE TREATMENT OF WASTE ASSOCIATED WITH SUCH EXPLORATION, DRILLING, PRODUCTION

AND PROCESSING. “OIL AND GAS DEVELOPMENT” INCLUDES HYDRAULIC FRACTURING.

(c) “VULNERABLE AREAS” MEANS PLAYGROUNDS, PERMANENT SPORTS FIELDS,

AMP[IITHEATERS, PUBLIC PARKS, PUBLIC OPEN SPACE, PUBLIC AND COMMUNITY DRINKING WATER

SOURCES, IRRIGATION CANALS, RESERVOIRS, LAKES, RIVERS, PERENNIAL OR INTERMITTENT

STREAMS, AND CREEKS.

(3) THE PEOPLE OF TIlE STATE OF COLORADO HEREBY ESTABLIS[I THAT ALL NEW OIL AND

GAS DEVELOPMENT NOT ON FEDERAL LAND MUST BE LOCATED AT LEAST TWO THOUSAND FIVE

HUNDRED FEET FROM AN OCCUPIED STRUCTURE OR VULNERABLE AREA. FOR PURPOSES OF THIS

SECTION, T[IE REENTRY OF AN OIL OR GAS WELL PREVIOUSLY PLUGGED OR ABANDONED IS

CONSIDERED NEW OIL AND GAS DEVELOPMENT.

(4) THIS SECTION TAKES EFFECT UPON OFFICIAL DECLARATION OF THE GOVERNOR AND IS

SELF-EXECUTING.

(5) TillS SECTION APPLIES TO OIL AND GAS DEVELOPMENT I’ERMIiTED ON OR AFTER THE

EFFECTIVE DATE.
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