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INITIATIVE TO REQUIRE EMPLOYERS e /;{M
TO PROVIDE MAJOR MEDICAL HEALTH CARE COVERAGE FOR EMPLOYEES ?@@K"f

Purpose and Explanation: This initiative would amend the Colorado constitution to require
every employer that employs twenty or more employees in the state of Colorado to provide
major medical health care coverage for its employees and their dependents. The initiative would
set up a health insurance authority to administer this requirement.

Proposed Initiative:

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Colorado:

Article XVIII of the constitution of the State of Colorado is amended BY THE ADDIT ION
OF A NEW SECTION to read:

Section 16. Employers to provide health insurance. (1) Every emplover in the
state of Colorado that employs twenty or more employees shall provide, directly or indirectly,
major medical health care coverage for its employees and their dependents.

(2) The state of Colorado shall establish a health insurance authority to administer the
provision of such health care coverage. Employers that do not directly provide major medical
health care coverage for employees and their dependents shall pay premiums to the insurance
authority, which shall not provide such health care coverage itself but shall have the power o
contract with health insurance plans, companies, and organizations to provide such health care
coverage,

(3) The general assembly shall not appropriate monies from the general fund to pay costs of
administering the authority or costs of the health care mandated by this section. The general
assembly shall not be precluded from using other sources of revenue, if necessary, to pay for the
costs of administering the health insurance authority or providing the health care coverage
mandated by this section.

(4) An employer shall be deemed to provide health care coverage “directly” by offering a
major health care coverage plan in compliance with this section to its employees through a health
insurance plan, company, or organization or by acting as a self-insurer. To comply with this
section, the major health care coverage plan offered or provided by the employer shall not
require the employee to pay more than twenty percent of the premium cost of such coverage for
the employee, and shall not require the employee to pay more than thirty percent of the premium
cost of coverage for dependents of the employee. In the alternative, an emplover shall provide
health care coverage “indirectly” by paying premiums to the insurance authority specified in
subsection (2) of this section in such amounts as are determined by the insurance authority to
fulfill the requirements of this section.




(5) “Employer” shall mean any individual, person, firm, partnership, association,
corporation, limited liability company, company, or other entity that regularly employs twenty or
more employees in the state of Colorado, including a receiver or other person acting on behalf of
the employer. The term does not include the state or any political subdivision thereof.

(6) The general assembly shall enact such laws as are necessary to implement the
requirement for health care coverage provided under this section; to define terms that are not
defined in this section, including the required components of major medical health care
coverage; and to provide for the administration of the health insurance authority specified in
subsection (2) of this section.

(7) The effective date of this section shall be delayed until the general assembly has an
opportunity to enact appropriate legislation to implement the requirements of this section. The
effective date, in any event, shall not be delayed beyond November 1, 2009.
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Colorado Secretary of State

1700 Broadway, Suite 270
Denver, CO 80290

April 25, 2008

Re:  Proposed Initiative Measure 2007-2008 #92 concerning employer responsibility for
health insurance

Dear Mr. Coffman;

On behalf of the proponents, I am submitting the attached initiative for the Title Board
hearing which I understand is scheduled to take place on Wednesday, May 7, 2008. T will plan to
be available then. In accordance with requirements [ am submitting (1) the original typed draft
submitted to the Legislative Council for a review and comment hearing, (2) an amended typed
draft with changes highlighted, and (3) a final typed draft for printing of the proposed initiative.

The proponents of this initiative are Ernest L. Duran, Jr., and Irene Goodell. Their
addresses and other information are as follows:

Emest [.. Duran, Jr.,, President Irene Goodell

United Food & Commercial Workers, Local 7 2873 Calkins Place

7760 West 38 Avenue, Suite 400 Broomfield, CO 80020
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033 Telephone: (303) 465-5392
Telephone: (303) 425-0897 E-mail: irinagood@msn.com

E-mail: eduran@ufew?.com

Please direct all correspondence related to this initiative to me. Thanks for your
cooperation and consideration.

Sincerely,

BERENBAUM, \VEE?\SHIE\JK & E’ASON, PC.
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Enclosure: Proposed Initiative Measure 2007-2008 #92
ce: Ernest L., Duran, Jr.

Irene Goodell
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