
COST-BENEFIT ANALYSIS 
 
In performing a cost-benefit analysis, each rulemaking entity must provide the information requested for the cost-
benefit analysis to be considered a good faith effort.  The cost-benefit analysis must be submitted to the Office of 
Policy, Research and Regulatory Reform at least five (5) days before the administrative hearing on the proposed 
rule.  For all questions, please attach all underlying data that supports the statements or figures stated in this cost-
benefit analysis. 
 
DEPARTMENT: Regulatory Agencies   AGENCY: Board of Licensure for Architects, 

Professional Engineers and Professional 
Land Surveyors 

 
CCR: 4 CCR 730-1  DATE: October 7, 2011 
 

RULE TITLE OR SUBJECT: 
RULE 4.9.1 – REINSTATEMENT OF EXPIRED LICENSE 

RULE 4.9.2 – REACTIVATION OF INACTIVE LICENSES FOR ARCHITECTS ONLY 
RULE 4.9.3.1.2 – CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR RENEWAL 

 
 

Benefits of the Proposed Rule(s)/Amendment(s) 
 
1. Please provide the statutory authority, and detailed statements indicating the need for the proposed 

changes.  (This statement should include specific issues such as specific changes in statutes or the subject 
matter area, market failure, a compelling public need, risks to the health, safety or welfare of Coloradans, 
lack of efficient and effective performance of an important government function, or other specific problem(s) 
that are being addressed by the proposed rule(s).)  Please include the number of complaints you received 
(if any) that spurred you to take regulatory action. 

  
Section 12-25-315.5 required the Board to adopt rules establishing requirements for continuing education 
(CE) that an Architect shall complete in order to renew a license to practice architecture in Colorado.  The 
Board utilized the National Council of Architectural Registration Board’s (NCARB) model law in place at the 
time of the initial rule adoption in July 2009, requiring 8 hours annually (16 hours biennially) in health, safety 
and welfare (HSW) activities.  In August 2011, the Board voted in favor of initiating rulemaking to revise the 
current Colorado Architect CE requirements in order to comply with the NCARB March 2011 draft 
resolutions and passed by NCARB’s 54 U.S. Member Boards in June 2011.  This resolution amends current 
model law providing national equivalency and consistency in CE requirements and the reporting period in 
which they are completed. These rules would increase the minimum CE from 16 hours (8 hours annually) to 
24 hours biennially (12 hours annually) in HSW activities, an increase of 8 hours biennially (4 hours 
annually) and adjust the current reporting period to a calendar year model.  An estimated 55% of Architects 
hold licenses in multiple states.  As of July 1, 2011, 46 of 54 U.S. jurisdictions require CE for licensure 
renewal and 32 of 54 jurisdictions already require 12 hours of HSW CE annually.  This standardization 
would move to a national equivalency minimum requirement and lessen licensee confusion about the CE 
requirements for renewal, reinstatement and reactivation and allow the Architect to maintain one 
administrative tracking record. There have been no complaints received by the Board related to increased 
CE minimum requirements. 

 
2.  Please list the top three benefits of the proposed regulation, explain how the proposed regulation results in 

the expected benefits; and if the proposed regulation reduces or eliminates the problem(s) listed above. 
(This statement should include impacts on economic growth, job creation and economic competitiveness.) 



   
1. Compliance with the NCARB amended model law setting a national standard with a minimum 12 

hours of HSW CE annually (24 hours biennially), completed by a calendar year reporting period, for 
license renewal which would significantly lessen licensee confusion and reduce administrative 
tracking for licensees with multiple licenses. 

 
2. Align the reinstatement and reactivation requirements with the renewal requirements which will 

comply with the NCARB amended model law setting a national standard with a minimum 12 hours of 
HSW CE annually, completed by a calendar year reporting period, for license reinstatement which 
would significantly lessen licensee confusion and reduce administrative tracking for licensees with 
multiple licenses. 

 
3. Equivalency and consistency with the national model of a minimum of 12 hours of HSW CE annually 

for reciprocity applicants and removing a potential barrier for licensure. 
 
It is the position of the Board members in favor of the rule revision that the national standardization of 
CE could increase the likelihood of CE compliance and lessen confusion and the burden of 
administrative recordkeeping costs by the licensee.  There is a likelihood that the licensee has already 
complied with the minimum 12 hour HSW (annually) requirements as already required by another 
jurisdiction in which they hold a license. 

 
3. What, in your estimation, would be the consequence of taking no action, thereby maintaining the status 

quo? 
  

Maintaining status quo would place Colorado’s minimum CE requirements less than that of the majority of 
U.S. jurisdictions.  The lack of equivalency and consistency will cause confusion with licensees with 
differing renewal, reinstatement and/or reactivation requirements. 
 

 
4. Please describe two alternatives that were considered in place of the proposed regulation.  Include the costs 

to business and other entities required to comply for each alternative.  State the reason(s) for not selecting 
each alternative.   

  
There were no alternatives considered in place of the proposed rules. 
 

 
5. Describe stakeholder input regarding the proposed rule(s)? 
  

Licensees have the ability to submit written comments as well as appear and testify at the rulemaking 
hearing.  The proposed rule changes are posted to the Board’s website at 
http://www.dora.state.co.us/aes/rulemaking.htm.  

 
6. Please describe the government costs to be incurred because of the proposed regulation (Examples 

include collection; paperwork; filing; recordkeeping; audit, inspection and training costs, etc.), and state 
your estimates (in dollars) of the costs that will be incurred. 

  
There is no government cost to be incurred as a result of adoption of the proposed rule revisions. 
Requirements and a process are already in place, both by Board and Licensing staff, and the increase in 
the minimum CE hours would not require any additional workload other than already incurred.  The 
anticipated costs are $0. 

 



 
7. Please provide the number and types of entities or small businesses that will be required to comply with the 

proposed rule(s).  Please provide the source of data used (i.e., program data, NAICS code statistics, etc.). 
  

As of September 30, 2011, per DLS, there are currently: 
1. 7,192 actively licensed Architects.  All actively licensed Architects would be required to meet the 

renewal requirements in October 2013. 
2. 79 inactive Architects.  Any licensee applying for reactivation would be required to meet the 

requirements effective on January 1, 2012. 
3. 4,425 lapsed Architects in Colorado.  Any licensee applying for reinstatement would be required to 

meet the requirements effective on January 1, 2012. 
 
Note that it is approximated that 55% of Architects hold a license in another jurisdiction, thus the renewal 
exposure could be as low as 3,236 active licensees.  Approximately 45% of Colorado’s currently active 
licensees list a Colorado address (3,210).  However, there currently is no way to identify how many actively 
licensed Architects with a Colorado address hold only a Colorado license. 

 
8. Does the proposed regulation create barriers to entry (i.e., licensing, permit or educational requirements)?  

If so, please describe those barriers and why those barriers are necessary.  
  

No barriers to initial licensure would be created.  However, it should be noted that Colorado licensees 
would be affected.  Renewing Architects will have two calendar years (2012 and 2013) to complete the 
additional 4 hours annually (8 hours biennially) above the 16 hours HSW currently required biennially.  An 
Architect reinstating or reactivating their license, who hold only a license in Colorado, will be required to 
complete the additional 8 hours of HSW activity prior to licensure.  The additional CE may be acquired at a 
cost of $0 as long as it meets the minimum Board rules and requirements. 

 
9. Explain the additional requirements with which small business owners will have to comply (i.e., will they 

need to purchase new equipment or software to meet the requirement(s); are there training costs; are there 
new disclosure/filing requirements; are there transactional costs, paperwork costs, recordkeeping costs, 
etc.).  Please state your estimates (in dollars) of the direct and indirect compliance costs by types listed.  
Also include whether each cost is a one-time or ongoing expense. 

  
Licensees applying for renewal may incur additional costs of as little as $0 to an estimated $120 annually, 
or $240 per renewal period of two calendar years.  Several entities have been identified, inclusive of 
professional Architect associations and organizations, which offer HSW CE for $0.  Cost may be dependent 
upon the licensee choice of CE and provider.  Also, the licensee may already be required to meet the 12 
hours of HSW CE annually (or 24 hours biennially) in another jurisdiction.  There is no limitation use of CE 
completed for another jurisdiction’s requirement, as long as it meets the Colorado Board’s Rules. 

 
10. Please state whether the proposed regulation contains different requirements for different sized entities or 

different geographic regions, and explain why this is, or is not, necessary.   
  

There are no differing requirements for different sized entities or different geographic regions.  All Architect 
licensees renewing, as well as those Architect licensees reinstating or reactivating their license will be 
required to meet the same CE requirements. 

 
11. What is the ability of small business owners to implement changes required by the proposed regulation, 

and state the average estimated cost of implementation?  (For example, if a proposed rule required all 
business in a particular sector to utilize a specific software application, a small business owner may have a 
difficult time implementing the software if the software is expensive to purchase or if their existing 
computers are not able to run the software.) 

  
This question is addressed in #8 above. 

 
12. Please state if the proposed regulation will force the cessation of business by any existing businesses, and 

the impact the cessation will have on the economy including but not limited to the number of employees 
losing their jobs, the economic losses by the businesses and the estimated economic ripple the cessation 
will have on suppliers, consumers or buyers.  



  
There is no anticipation that the proposed rule will cause or force the cessation of an Architect, nor an 
impact on any business, even though the proposed rule may require the licensee to acquire an additional 8 
hours of HSW CE biennially.  Because the Board does not require that CE be acquired within Colorado, 
there would be no identifiable impact to the Colorado economy. 

 
13. Does the proposed regulation restrict consumer choice (i.e., availability of goods or services; price 

increases; etc.)?  If so, please describe those restrictions.  
  

The proposed regulation does not restrict consumer choice. 
 
14. Please state the estimated impact (in dollars) the proposed regulation will have on sales, employment or 

tax revenue. 
  

There is no estimated impact that the proposed rule will have on sales, employment or tax revenue unless 
the CE is acquired or purchased from a Colorado provider.  However, the current Board rules do not 
require that compliant CE be acquired within Colorado. 

 
15. Please identify all other small business sector(s) that the proposed regulation(s) may impact, and state the 

estimated financial impact the proposed regulation will have on each small business sector.   
  

The only potential sector identified would be those vendors or professional organizations that provide CE 
directed to Architects.  However, the impact of the proposed rule cannot be estimated since the proposed 
rule does not require the acquisition of CE attained within Colorado. 

 
 
Thank you for your time and effort. 
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Continuing Education: 
Finding Common Ground
NCARB's 54 U.S. Member Boards overwhelmingly passed
significant changes to the continuing education (CE)
requirements in the NCARB Model Law and Model
Regulations at the 92nd NCARB Annual Meeting and
Conference in June. The revisions recommend that Member
Boards require 12 continuing education hours (CEH) in
health, safety, and welfare (HSW) subjects each calendar
year.

"NCARB has laid the ground work for monumental change
for the continuing education system that currently exists in
the 54 jurisdictions," said 2010-2011 NCARB President
Kenneth J. Naylor, AIA, NCARB, Hon. RAIC.

"This resolution will lead to greater standardization of
continuing education requirements and simplified record
keeping processes for Member Boards, while easing the
burden on practitioners licensed in multiple jurisdictions,"
said Naylor.

Current Requirements
Currently, 46 jurisdictions have continuing education
requirements for licensure renewal. Requirements range
from five hours in one year to 50 hours in five years and are
usually tied to a jurisdiction's renewal cycle, which varies
greatly. Architects licensed in multiple jurisdictions must
comply with each individual jurisdiction's requirement in
order to renew their licenses.

Finding Common Ground
Of the 46 jurisdictions, 32 currently require an average of 12
hours per renewal cycle. The Council recommends 12 HSW
hours and separating the CE reporting period from the
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license renewal cycle.

In doing so, each jurisdiction would maintain their current
renewal schedule for licensure. When architects document
their continuing education hours, they would submit the
hours from the previous calendar year—making their reports
consistent from jurisdiction to jurisdiction.

"This recommendation will lead to standardization of
continuing education requirements across jurisdictional lines
and will benefit both boards and practitioners. Boards
benefit from a simplified record keeping process and
practitioners benefit from a consistent requirement across
jurisdictions," said NCARB CEO Michael J. Armstrong.

What Happens Next
The next vital step is for individual jurisdictions to adopt and
implement the newly revised standard. Over 30 jurisdictions
have the ability to change their rules and/or requirements
related to continuing education without legislative action.
NCARB has pledged any assistance necessary to support
the jurisdictions in order to facilitate this standardization of
requirements.

You can read Resolution 2011-01 in its entirety as well as
all the resolutions passed at NCARB's Annual Meeting at
www.ncarb.org.

Continuing Education Frequently Asked
Questions

What are the benefits of adopting 12 HSW CEH per
calendar year?
This resolution recommends one continuing education
requirement for all of NCARB's 54 member jurisdictions. The
benefits are:

Consistency among jurisdictions
Less confusion for architects registered in multiple
jurisdictions
A simpler process for architects and jurisdictional
boards when renewing

Currently an architect registered in five jurisdictions may
have five different CE requirements to keep all of his or her
licenses active. Differences in the number of hours required,
timeframe for earning hours, and types of hours (HSW, SD,
ADA, etc.) accepted are variables that an architect may
encounter. Twelve continuing education hours in health,
safety, and welfare subjects each calendar is simpler for the
architect and jurisdictions to process.

Does this impact interns?
No, this will only impact architects if it is adopted by a
jurisdiction in which they are licensed.
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Is NCARB increasing the hours required to complete
continuing education?
No, NCARB is recommending that jurisdictions with
continuing education requirements adopt 12 HSW CEH per
year. Over 30 of the jurisdictions that currently require
continuing education require 12 hours.

Do I report continuing education hours to NCARB?
No, NCARB does not keep an individual's record of CEHs.
Continuing education hours are a requirement for 46 of
NCARB's 54 member jurisdictions for licensure renewal.
You will continue to document hours as each jurisdiction
requires.

Does this resolution separate the continuing education
requirement from licensure renewal?
No. The major change in this recommendation relates to
having an architect complete continuing education each
calendar year rather than each renewal cycle. However, an
architect would still report their continuing education when
renewing their license. For example: If you renew your
license in April, you would document hours earned between
January and December of the previous year rather than
from the previous April.

When will this go into effect?
It will depend on whether your jurisdiction chooses to adopt
this recommendation. The timetable will vary greatly.

If my state doesn't currently require continuing
education, does this resolution make them require it?
No. If your jurisdiction doesn't currently require continuing
education, this resolution does not make them require it.
However, if your jurisdiction decides to require continuing
education in the future, this is NCARB's recommendation—
as voted upon by its 54 Member Boards.

Is continuing education required to renew the NCARB
Certificate?
No.

Will this increase the cost of continuing education?
No.

Do you need an NCARB Record to document continuing
education hours?
No.

Why did NCARB decide to examine continuing
education requirements among jurisdictions?
This issue developed at the grassroots level among
NCARB's Member Boards. The boards asked the Council to
examine the complex problem to see if there was a way to

your news feed. Click here for

more information.

Join us on LinkedIn today!

Subscribe to our channel and

watch our videos on YouTube.

Helpful Links
My NCARB Record Login
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create a simplified CE standard that is less confusing for
both architects and the boards.

National Council of Architectural Registration Boards
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