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Final Initiative 2023-2024 #125: Majority Support Requirement for Colorado Elections 

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Colorado: 

SECTION 1. Declaration of the People of Colorado 

It is in the interest of the people of the state of Colorado to modernize our election system so that 
all voters elect state and federal candidates with majority support. In furtherance of this 
objective, the people of the state of Colorado establish that all voters have the right to participate 
in primary elections featuring all candidates for each state and federal office, with the top four 
candidates advancing to the general election and then elect candidates in the general election 
with majority support from voters. This election system provides voters more choices, generates 
more qualified and competitive candidates for elective office, promotes meaningful voter 
participation, holds elected officials accountable, and ensures that Colorado officials are elected 
with support from a majority of voters. 

SECTION 2.  In constitution of the state of Colorado, add section 13 to article VII as follows: 

Section 13. All-candidate primary elections. (1) THE ALL-CANDIDATE PRIMARY ELECTIONS FOR

COVERED OFFICES SHALL BE CONDUCTED WHEREBY ALL CANDIDATES WHO QUALIFY FOR THE 

BALLOT, REGARDLESS OF POLITICAL PARTY AFFILIATION OR NOMINATION OR LACK THEREOF,
SHALL APPEAR ON THE SAME BALLOT AND EACH ELECTOR, REGARDLESS OF POLITICAL PARTY

AFFILIATION OR LACK THEREOF, IS ELIGIBLE TO VOTE FOR ONE CANDIDATE PER EACH COVERED

OFFICE SPECIFIC TO THE DISTRICTS OF THE ELECTOR’S REGISTRATION. THE FOUR CANDIDATES THAT

RECEIVE THE GREATEST NUMBER OF VOTES FOR EACH COVERED OFFICE ADVANCE TO THE GENERAL 

ELECTION.

(2) ANY ELECTOR MAY CAST THEIR ALL-CANDIDATE PRIMARY BALLOT FOR ANY CANDIDATE FOR

EACH OF THE COVERED OFFICES REGARDLESS OF THE POLITICAL PARTY AFFILIATION OR LACK

THEREOF OF THE VOTER OR ANY POLITICAL PARTY AFFILIATION OR NOMINATION OR LACK THEREOF

INDICATED BY THE CANDIDATE. THE ALL-CANDIDATE PRIMARY ELECTION DOES NOT SERVE TO

DETERMINE THE NOMINEE OF A POLITICAL PARTY OR POLITICAL GROUP BUT INSTEAD SERVES TO

NARROW THE NUMBER OF CANDIDATES WHOSE NAME WILL APPEAR ON THE BALLOT AT THE

GENERAL ELECTION. NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALL PREVENT POLITICAL PARTIES,
ORGANIZATIONS, OR OTHER GROUPS FROM NOMINATING OR ENDORSING A CANDIDATE OR

CANDIDATES OF THEIR CHOICE FOR COVERED OFFICES NOR SHALL IT PREVENT A CANDIDATE FROM

ACCEPTING OR REJECTING ANY NUMBER OF SUCH NOMINATIONS OR ENDORSEMENTS.

(3) CANDIDATES WHO QUALIFY FOR THE ALL-CANDIDATE PRIMARY ELECTION BALLOT SHALL BE

PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN AN ORDER ESTABLISHED BY LOT WITH THEIR POLITICAL PARTY

AFFILIATION, IF ANY, NEXT TO THEIR NAME. CANDIDATES ADVANCING FROM THE PRIMARY

ELECTION TO THE GENERAL ELECTION FOR THESE COVERED OFFICES SHALL BE DETERMINED AS

FOLLOWS:
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(a) AT THE PRIMARY ELECTION FOR THESE COVERED OFFICES, ONLY THE FOUR CANDIDATES 

RECEIVING THE GREATEST NUMBER OF VOTES SHALL ADVANCE TO THE GENERAL ELECTION FOR 

THESE COVERED OFFICES. 
 
(b) IF, HOWEVER, THERE ARE FOUR OR FEWER CANDIDATES FOR ONE OF THE COVERED OFFICES, THE 

PRIMARY ELECTION FOR THAT COVERED OFFICE SHALL STILL BE HELD AND THE RESULTS MADE 

PUBLIC, AND ALL CANDIDATES MUST BE DECLARED THE CANDIDATES FOR THE GENERAL ELECTION. 
 
(c) IN THE EVENT IT CANNOT BE DETERMINED WHICH FOUR CANDIDATES RECEIVED THE GREATEST 

NUMBER OF VOTES DUE TO A TIE FOR THE FINAL ADVANCING POSITION, THE TIED CANDIDATE OR 

CANDIDATES WHO WILL PROCEED TO THE GENERAL ELECTION WILL BE DETERMINED BY LOT. 
 
(d) IF ANY CANDIDATE WHO ADVANCES FROM THE PRIMARY ELECTION BECOMES UNABLE, BEFORE 

BALLOTS ARE PRINTED FOR THE GENERAL ELECTION, TO APPEAR ON THE GENERAL ELECTION 

BALLOT DUE TO WITHDRAWAL, DISQUALIFICATION, DEATH OR OTHER REASON, THE CANDIDATE 

RECEIVING THE NEXT GREATEST NUMBER OF VOTES AT THE PRIMARY ELECTION, BUT WHO DID NOT 

ORIGINALLY ADVANCE TO THE GENERAL ELECTION, TAKES THE WITHDRAWING CANDIDATE’S 

PLACE ON THE GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT. 
 
(4) FOR PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION AND SECTION 14:  
 
(a) “COVERED OFFICE” MEANS THE OFFICE OF UNITED STATES SENATOR, REPRESENTATIVE TO THE 

UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, STATE OFFICER, AND STATE SENATOR OR STATE 

REPRESENTATIVE SERVING IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
 
(b) “STATE OFFICER” MEANS THE GOVERNOR AND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR, THE SECRETARY OF 

STATE, THE STATE TREASURER, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, MEMBERS OF THE STATE BOARD OF 

EDUCATION, AND REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO. 
 
(5) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL PROMULGATE RULES, INCLUDING RULES FOR WITHDRAWING 

CANDIDATES AND WRITE-IN CANDIDATES, FOR THE ALL-CANDIDATE PRIMARY ELECTIONS 

CONSISTENT WITH THIS SECTION. 
 
SECTION 3.  In constitution of the state of Colorado, add section 14 to article VII as follows: 
 
Section 14. Top four general elections. EACH ELECTOR MAY VOTE IN THE GENERAL ELECTION 

FOR EACH COVERED OFFICE FOR THE CANDIDATES ADVANCING FROM THE ALL-CANDIDATE 

PRIMARY ELECTION. EACH GENERAL ELECTION FOR COVERED OFFICE SHALL BE CONDUCTED BY 

INSTANT RUNOFF VOTING WHEREBY EVERY VOTER MAY RANK THE ADVANCING CANDIDATES IN 

ORDER OF PREFERENCE. VACANCY ELECTIONS FOR REPRESENTATIVE TO THE UNITED STATES 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ALSO SHALL BE CONDUCTED USING INSTANT RUNOFF VOTING. 
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(2) THE GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT FOR COVERED OFFICES SHALL BE FORMATTED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
(a) THE NAMES OF THE CANDIDATES ADVANCING FROM THE ALL-CANDIDATE PRIMARY ELECTION 

ALONG WITH THEIR POLITICAL PARTY AFFILIATION, IF ANY, SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT FOR 

THE GENERAL ELECTION.  
 
(b) THE GENERAL ELECTION BALLOTS SHALL BE DESIGNED SO THAT THE VOTER MAY RANK 

CANDIDATES IN ORDER OF PREFERENCE.   
 
(3) A VOTER MAY CHOOSE TO RANK AS MANY OR AS FEW CANDIDATES FOR THE COVERED OFFICES 

ON THE GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT AS THE VOTER WISHES, INCLUDING SELECTING JUST ONE 

CANDIDATE PER COVERED OFFICE.   
 
(4) IF A CANDIDATE FOR A COVERED OFFICE RECEIVES A MAJORITY OF THE TOP-RANKED VOTES, 
THAT CANDIDATE WINS THE GENERAL ELECTION FOR THAT COVERED OFFICE. 
 
(5) (a) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL PROMULGATE RULES, INCLUDING RULES FOR 

WITHDRAWING CANDIDATES AND WRITE-IN CANDIDATES, CONSISTENT WITH THIS SECTION. THE 

RULES SHALL PRESCRIBE THE METHODS AND PROCEDURES FOR TABULATING, AUDITING, AND 

REPORTING RESULTS IN AN ELECTION USING INSTANT RUNOFF VOTING.  
 
(b) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL PROVIDE GUIDANCE AND ADVICE TO THE DESIGNATED 

ELECTION OFFICIALS ON THE CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS USING INSTANT RUNOFF VOTING. 
 
SECTION 4.  Effective date.  
 
This initiative takes effect at 12:01 a.m. on January 1, 2026. 
 




